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A couple years ago I joined the Savanah Lion’s Club. Lions International does fantastic work around the world and in our own community. In fact their motto is “we serve”.

One of their main emphasis of service is on sight, anything from working to prevent childhood blindness to bringing vision, eye care, and even glasses to anyone in need.

Initially I joined the Lion’s club as a way to make contacts in the community with the hope of developing opportunities to share Christ that I would otherwise not have.

I have to admit that I like being a Lion. I do get to meet people and we do a lot of things that help our community.

As a side benefit, at the Lion’s meetings I am still considered one of the young people!

The Lion’s, the Rotary, Kiwanis and other community service groups all have one unfortunate thing in common—shrinking membership rolls. 

As the older generation retires, moves to Florida, or just passes away the generation that is coming up behind them are not interested in joining.

These groups are losing members faster than they can add them.

We also see membership rolls of churches across America on the decline. People simply are not joining the church. 

I have heard people say “I love Jesus but not the church.” “I want Jesus but I am not joining the church!”

Let me just interject something here. For those who say I love Jesus not the church I think what they are rejecting is the local church.

For those who say I love Jesus not the church miss this.

They want to say they love Jesus and are members of the universal Church but they want nothing to do with the local church.

But the Bible teaches us that the universal church is expressed and lived out in the context of the local church.

The New Testament talks about the universal Church which is made up of all believers—everyone who has put their faith in Jesus Christ are members of the universal church.

In a few minutes we be sharing communion together. 

As I have said before we have an open table. 


What I mean by this is that if you are a member of the universal Church, that is you have put your faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, then you are welcome to share in communion this morning.

You don’t have to be a member of Christ Community.

Your faith in Christ give you membership into the universal church.

But you can divorce yourselves from the local church.

The New Testament makes it crystal clear that the local church is the representation or gathering of those member of the universal church in a particular geographical location.

And the Spirit of God call each of us to work out our connection to the universal church in the context of the local church.

You can’t say you love Christ and hate the thing He died for!

Service groups like the Lion’s and the church in the United States share a common reality of a shrinking membership roll.

But I would like to suggest that there is a huge difference between choosing to join the Lion’s and joining a local church.

The problem is that most people don’t really see much difference between church membership and membership in a club or a country club for that matter.

Pastor, author Thom Rainer has done a lot of research on the church over the years and has written extisiavly about the church.

In his book “I Am a Church Member” he explores six key perspectives about church membership.

When understood, these perspectives will change the way you view your membership in the local church.

And ultimately, if we really get these perspectives right, it will change the impact for Christ that we will have together in our community and indeed in the world.

We are starting a new sermon series this morning based on the biblical truths that Rainer draws on for his book.

We have a limited number of these books available in the narthex. You can pick one up on the way out this morning. 

There is a suggested donation of $5 but if you can’t afford that please take one as our gift to you. 

But I have two request. First, only take one if you are going to read it. And second please only take one per house hold. As I said we only have a limited number. 

Thom Rainer begins his book with “A Tale of Two Church Members.” 

Let me just read a bit of a conversation that these two “fictional” church members share over their Monday morning breakfast.

Liam and Michael attend the same church and have for some time meet together every Monday for breakfast. 

“But on this particular Monday morning… (Read page 2-4).

“We are really two different types of church members…Why do we have such different perspectives?”

Over the years I have had conversations with people that have gone very much the same way. I’ve heard similar things myself.

People come to church with different perspective, different expectations of what the church is and what they can expect from it or in some cases what they can do for it.

For some, like Liam, church is about me, what I get out of it. 

As long as my expectations are being met then I’m in, but if I’m not getting what I want then I am out of here.

But it’s not about me. It’s not about what you get.

On the back of the December Calendar I wrote about how, years ago Mark, a friend of mine, and I went on a men’s retreat. 

We had gone on a number of these retreats and always enjoyed them and came back with something fresh, something new that God had revealed or taught us during the retreat. 
On the way home after this retreat I asked Mark what he got out of the retreat. He thought for a while and then said; “You know, I can’t think of anything.” 

He then turned the question on me. I couldn’t think of any specific thing that stood out either. 

It was a good retreat. The speaker was good. The teaching times were engaging and Biblical. But there just wasn’t anything new or memorable. 

I just didn’t get anything out of it. There was no ah-ha moment.

We both were left with that “been there, done that” feeling.

Then we began to remember things that had happened over the weekend. 

Mark had a heart to heart conversation with a guy who had been coming to church for a couple years but this was the first real conversation he had had with any spiritual substance. 

I had an opportunity to pray with another guy who had come under great conviction during one of the sessions. 

In his brokenness and repentant heart I was able to help him experience God’s grace and forgiveness. 

Mark and I went on for quite a while as we remembered conversation after conversation where God used us to minister to different men at the retreat. 
That’s when it dawned on us. The retreat wasn’t about us. It wasn’t about what we got out of it; it was about what we gave. 

Oh sure there were times when we had gone on these retreats and God spoke to us in no uncertain terms.

But on this retreat God was going to do a work through us in the lives of these guys.

Sometimes we come to church because we need to be feed, uplifted encouraged, restored and renewed.

Other times we come to church because God want to use us to feed, build up encourage, restore and renew others.

Listen to just a handful of New Testament illustrations of the Church.
 
In Ephesians 2:21-22 and 1 Peter 2:5 the church is described as a building. You and I are describes as living stones being built (joined together as members) into a spiritual house.

Membership in the local church is a commitment and a recognition that God has called you to build together a lasting legacy with this church.
 
In Romans 12:4-5 and 1 Corinthians chapter 12 the church is portrayed as a body. We are each individual members held together and supporting each other as one.
 
Membership in the local church is a commitment to discover what part of the body God has called you to be and unit with others to do His will.

In John chapter 10 and 1 Peter 5:2 the church is a flock as we are the sheep together members of one flock.

Membership in the local church demands that you, along with the other sheep, seek to follow the good shepherd—Christ.

And finally in Ephesians 1:5 and 1 Timothy 3:15 the church is a family of which we are brothers and sisters, members of one family.

Membership in the local church is commitment to family love and care. We may fight, disagree and even get on each other’s nerve now and then but at the end of the day…we are family!
	
And as family we are committed to each other and to work out our differences and disagreements and come together united in love.

In each of these illustrations we see an interconnection, interdependency and support. You need me as much as I need you.

Membership in each example that we have looked at is seen as a permeant relationship between you and other believers.
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